
 
 
 
 
 
 
A remote meeting of the Parish Council was held via Zoom on Wednesday 18 August 2021 at 7:00pm. 

 
Present: Cllrs F Benbow (Chairman), Mrs A Bell, Mrs L McLean, P Huxtable, Mrs P Kellaway,      
   M Prowse and T Shapland  
 
In attendance: 7 parishioners, Cllr Mrs Davis (DCC), Parish Clerk. 
 
57. Apologies 
  Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Mrs N Catmore. 
 
58. Public Participation 

1. It was reported that the Mary Orchard Collection had already been catalogued, with details of 
each photograph. It may not be possible to catalogue some photos under a particular subject. 

2. A plaque had been placed on the bench near the stream. 
3. it was reported that a section of the wildlife corridor appeared to have been annexed to the 

garden of a neighbouring property. No agreement had been given by the Millennium Green 
Trust for this to be done. 

4. A member of the public considered the recent behaviour of a parish councillor to be 
inappropriate. It was noted that parish councils did not have any means to deal with such a 
complaint, and that the matter would need to be reported to the Monitoring Officer at North 
Devon Council. 

5. A member of the public enquired if Public Participation could be moved to the end of the 
meeting. It was noted that if this were done, councillors would not be in a position to take 
parishioners views into account when considering a particular item. 

6. Thanks were extended to Cllr Mrs Davis for arranging the trees near the bus shelter to be cut. 
7. It was noted that any concerns regarding the content of the Bratton Fleming News should be 

directed to the editor. 
8. Dog fouling on the Millennium Green had increased, causing problems when the grass was 

being cut. It was agreed that an item should be put in the Bratton Fleming News asking all dog 
owners to pick up after their pets. Cllr Prowse agreed to contact Mr Burton at NDC regarding 
dog bins in the village. 

 
59. Declaration of Interests 
 None.  
 
60. Approval of Minutes of the meeting held 21 July 2021 
 The minutes of the last meeting were amended to record Cllr Huxtable’s apologies. 
 

The amended minutes of the last meeting were agreed and signed as a true record.  
 
61. Matters Arising from Minutes of meeting held 21 July 2021 

Min. 40. The vacancy for a parish councillor had been advertised on the notice boards. The 
vacancy for a Tree Warden would be advertised when the current notices were 
removed.  

Min. 44. Cllr Mrs Davis was making enquiries whether the seats were on DCC land, and if 
permission would be required to replace them. 

Min. 47. A response had been received from Royal Mail explaining why the change in 
collection time had been made. Royal Mail’s explanation that the were other boxes 
nearby with later collection times was not considered acceptable. The fact that the 
other boxes were not accessible to those without cars had not been taken into 
account. Clerk to contact Royal Mail again. 

    
62. Planning Applications 

73721  Extension to existing agricultural store at Land at Castlefield Station Road Bratton Fleming 
 

It was resolved to recommend approval with a condition that the store be used for 
agricultural use only. 
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73808 Extension & alterations to dwelling at Sunshine Cottage West Bratton Fleming  
 

Concern was expressed over the effect the increased height of the roofline would have on the 
adjoining property, and the lack of privacy for neighbouring properties.  

 
73488 Erection of a temporary rural workers dwelling at Little Valley Farm Bratton Fleming 
  

Some concern was expressed over the way the appraisal had been conducterd. 
The council supported the aims of the applicants, and recommended that the application be 
approved.   

  
63. Correspondence 

 1. DALC Newsletter. Noted. 
2. The new Head of Planning had expressed a wish to visit parish councils to discuss any 

planning problems that they may have. It was agreed to invite her to a forthcoming meeting.  
 
64. Memorial 

It was hoped that the stone would be collected and in position on the millennium Green before the 
end of August. 

 
65. Highways 

Work was due to be carried out in Haxton Lane, involving concreting the lane below the gateway to 
the allotments. 

 County Councillor Davis reported that she would fund the interactive speed sign in the village,  
 
66. Website Refresh 

The Chairman reported that it would cost in the region of £500 to make the website compliant for 
parish councils. The website would also have live links to other village sites. A formal quote would 
be obtained. 

 
67. Management of Public Open Space 

Cllr Mrs Bell reported that she had met Mr Rowe regarding a five year management plan for the 
Millennium Green and Community Woodland.  
Mr Rowe’s quotation to prepare a Management Plan was accepted. The Composting Group were 
prepared to make a grant of £500 towards the cost. 
It was noted that all the Community Woodland would need to be included, not just the portion in 
parish council ownership.  
It was also noted that it would be necessary to allocate funding for annual maintenance. 
 

68. Vision for the Village:  
1. Overview  

Cllr Mrs Bell reported that a lot of discussions would need to take place regarding the future 
of Bratton Fleming. Full consultations would be needed to give everyone a chance to voice 
their views, but it was important to note that it would not be possible to do everything. 

2. Climate Change  
Cllr Benbow gave a climate change presentation circulated to councillors detailing how 
everyone can make small changes  

 
3. Climate, Environment and Ecology Bill. 

  Copies of the bill had been circulated to councillors.  
Although concerns were expressed by landowners, it was agreed that the parish council 
should register its support. 

 
69. Reports 

1. District Councillor’s Report 
Future High Streets Fund 
Preparatory work is now well advanced on the plans to re-vamp the Pannier Market, 
redevelop the derelict properties on Boutport Street and fully pedestrianize Cross Street and 
Butchers Row.    
We have just appointed external agents to help manage this huge project and works on the 
Pannier Market and the listed building on Boutport Street should start soon. 



 
18.08.21 – 3 
 
 

New North Devon & Torridge Local Plan 
The process has started to update the Local Plan.   We are struggling to meet ridiculous 
central government targets – there has been a lot about the problems we face in the local 
media.   Nevertheless, there seems to be a new planning regime on the way from Central 
Government (not very popular with local councils and many back-benchers), and we must 
be ready to get the balance right between development and the stunning local environment.   
I have the job of chairing a joint group of North Devon and Torridge Councillors to 
complete the task by the end of 2023. 
We do not have a ‘5 year land supply’ that Government lays down we should have and this 
could lead to a free for all with housing applications – not just in towns but villages as well. 

 

2. County Councillor’s Report 
Cllr Mrs Davis had nothing further to report. 

 

3. Composting Group  
Cllr Shapland reported that as no payments had been received since March, he did not know 
what the current rate DCC were paying. 
Payments agreed for the month were £42.66 for diesel, and £500 towards the cost of 
producing the Public Open Space Management Plan. 
The balance stood at £15533.58.  

 
4. Woodland Group  

Cllr Shapland reported that in past years two seats had been donated by parishioners. At the 
time both parishioners expressed a wish to remain anonymous. The two parishioners had 
now passed away, and it was hoped their families would agree for plaques to be placed on 
the seats to record their generosity.     

 
5. Chairman’s Report 

1. The Chairman reported that Seline Saxby MP had been invited to run a surgery 
in the village, no date was yet available. 

2. A draft lease for the village shop had been received. A few minor aments were 
being made. It was agreed that it would be necessary to appoint an agent to 
oversee the lease. 

3. Thanks had been received for the work done by Mr Kellaway in cutting the grass 
etc around the village. 

 
70. Finance 

1. To approve Payments:  
Mr A Kellaway     £  67.50  Cheque No.1255 
Business Think – website hosting  £270.00  Cheque No.1256 
Mrs J Snooks – internal audit   £200.00  Cheque No.1257 
Clerk’s Salary and expenses    £121.08  Cheque No.1258 
The four accounts were agreed for payment. 

 
71. Items for consideration for the next Agenda. 
 Audit Report; Memorial;  Seats;  Dog Bins   
 
72. Date of next meeting: Wednesday 15 September 2021 
 It was agreed that it would be necessary for a meeting to be held in the village hall in November. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8.40pm. 


