
 
 
 
 
 
 
A meeting of the Parish Council was held via Zoom on Wednesday 17 February 2021 at 7:00pm. 

 
Present: Cllrs F Benbow (Chairman), J Balman, Mrs A Bell, Mrs L McLean, M Huxtable (from item 

93b), P Huxtable and Mrs P Kellaway.   
 
In attendance: 4 parishioners, Parish Clerk. 
 
88. Apologies 
  Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs Mrs N Catmore, M Prowse, T Shapland and  
  Cllr Mrs Davis (DCC). 
 
89. Public Participation 

1. It was reported that a scam was currently circulating, with the caller claiming to be from 
NDC, and claiming that households were due a reduction in their council tax as a result of 
the Corvid pandemic. 

2. It was reported that the streetlight by the garage had been hit, and was leaning. The lamp 
was also lit all the time. To be reported to DCC. 

3. it was reported that, although CCTV was currently installed on the outside of the shop, no 
warning signs were displayed. Chairman to speak to the shopkeeper. 

4. The school requested a sign to be erected at the top of the village. It was noted that 
arrangements for this had already been agreed at an earlier meeting.  

5. Residents in Old Rectory Lane expressed concern over cars being parked on the main road 
opposite the junction. This made it difficult, and very dangerous for vehicles exiting the lane 
especially when turning right. The parked cars greatly reduced visibility and meant that it 
was necessary to face oncoming traffic, with the potential risk of a serious accident. It was 
noted that the parked vehicles also obscured traffic for those exiting Threeways. It was 
agreed to contact DCC to see if measures could be put in place improve safety.   

 
90. Declaration of Interests 
 Cllr Benbow declared an interest in item 102.1 

Cllr Mrs Kellaway declared an interest in item 102.2 
 
91. Approval of Minutes of the meeting held 20 January 2021 

The minutes of the last meeting were agreed as a true record.  
 
92. Matters Arising from Minutes of meeting held 20 January 2021 

 There were no matters arising from the previous meeting. 
 

93. Planning Applications 
72738 Erection of one new build dwelling under the fall-back position (Amended description) 

Parsonage Farm Lane to Parsonage Farm Bratton Fleming 
 

  Cllr P Huxtable declared an interest and took no part in the discussion. 
 
  It was noted that in the application, the applicant had stated that no further development 

would be carried out if the application was approved. 
 
  It was agreed to recommend approval subject to a condition that no further development 

take place on the site, and that permitted development rights be removed on the 
remaining buildings.  

 
 

Cllr M Huxtable joined the meeting. 
 
72806 Prior approval for the change of use of agricultural building to one dwelling (Class Q 

(A&B)) Agricultural building at Peace Park Road from Bratton Cross to Beechfield 
Bratton Fleming. 

 

  It was resolved to recommend approval.  
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94. Correspondence Received 
 1. DALC newsletters. Circulated to councillors. 
 2. Letter from a parishioner seeking support to reinstate a public footpath from Chelfham. 

It was agreed to support the reinstatement of the footpath from Chelfham, through the 
bluebell wood behind Valley cottage, towards Chelfham Barton. 

 
95. Village Shop 

It was reported that an outline agreement had been received. To be discussed further at the next 
meeting. 

 
96. New Signage 

The Chairman reported that a quote for £300 had been received for the erection of new signs in the 
shop/Millennium Green car park area. It was agreed to accept the quote, and to ask the contractor to 
proceed. 

 
97. Adoption of Safeguarding Policy 
 A draft policy had been circulated to councillors. It was agreed to adopt the policy without change. 
 It was noted that it would be necessary to display the policy. 
 
98. Memorial 
 Deferred to the next meeting. 
 
99. History Page on Website 
 Deferred to the next meeting. 
 
100. Highways 
 No Highway defects were reported. 
 
101. Reports 

1. District Councillor’s Report 
Barnstaple Town Centre 
Following on from the good news that North Devon Council has been awarded £6.5m from 
the Future High Streets Fund from central government we, are pushing forward with an 
exciting project with 3 main elements.   A complete re-vamp of the Pannier Market to ensure 
it is full of life 7 days a week – looking for additional uses to keep the destination a draw 
and it will mean change.   Negotiations are near completion to buy the 5-storey derelict 
building in Boutport Street (opposite the end of Butchers Row) together with the boarded 
frontage to allow a proper access to the Queen Street car park and redevelopment.   The third 
element is a new access off Alexandra Road (Urban Relief Road) to the Bear Street/Queen 
Street car park.   These 3 initiatives will be linked with a comprehensive upgrading of the 
‘public realm’ from the Strand through Cross Street and Butchers Row into the new link 
with Queen Street car park. 
There is special Council meeting next tonight to agree the way ahead, as work needs to start 
straight away, so a level of match funding must be agreed. 
 

Budget 
Thanks to help from central government the current year’s budget looks likely to just about 
balance.   The next year’s budget is likely to see a small increase in Council Tax (2.5%) 
from the District Council (although this accounts for just 1 fifth of the total council tax bill).   
As there was just a one year grant settlement from the government future years will become 
increasingly difficult so the roll-out of the 3 weekly black bin collection across the rest of 
North Devon is pretty likely.   I’m afraid those that pay for a green waste collection will see 
a £4 annual increase but that will still leave the rest subsidising this service (Just 18,500 use 
it out of 45,000). 
 

Covid  
A huge effort by staff across all the services has been welcomed by all the people of North 
Devon – just keeping the waste and recycling collected has been a mammoth task.   Staff 
have also worked tirelessly to ensure something around £80m of grants to businesses and 
individuals struggling have been processed and paid. 
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2. County Councillor’s Report 

North Devon Link Road. 
I had the pleasure of turf cutting as  Devon County Council’s Cabinet Member for 
Infrastructure and Development, to mark the start of the A361 improvements between South 
Molton and Portmore roundabout at Barnstaple. 
Contractor Alun Griffiths will be carrying out the work to widen sections of the road in order 
to provide better and safer overtaking opportunities and improve journey time reliability. 
Eight junctions will also be upgraded to improve safety, and facilities for pedestrians and 
cyclists will be introduced with new segregated pedestrian/cycle crossings of the road at 
Bishops Tawton and at Landkey Junction. 
Work is initially starting in a number of locations which will be widened along the link road 
and temporary traffic lights will be in place for the first few weeks while both sides of the 
carriageway are cleared on these stretches. 
Once these work sites are established, two-way traffic flow will be maintained but a 40mph 
limit will be introduced to protect the workforce and members of the public. 
The scheme, which is due to be completed by the end of 2023, is expected to boost the local 
economy and it will also accelerate plans for 6,700 new homes in the region. 
Every effort will be made to minimise traffic delays but unfortunately it will be unavoidable 
while this work is carried out. However, the long-term benefits will outweigh the short-term 
disruption.  

  
Coronavirus updates from Devon County Council 
The link below may be of interest to residents with the situation changing and many 
interested in what is happening locally this link is a useful starting point for questions and 
the current situation in Devon. 
The link takes you to the Covid-19 pages on the Devon County Council Website, it has daily 
updated information as to positive cases within the area, information about testing and track 
and trace.  
https://www.devon.gov.uk/coronavirus-advice-in-devon/coronavirus-data/ 
 
Mass vaccination programme 

• Work is continuing across the county at pace to deliver the local mass vaccination 
programme. The CCG is producing regular vaccination briefing notes and I shall endeavour 
to circulate these as they are published. People aged 70 and over and the clinically extremely 
vulnerable have begun to receive invitations for vaccinations as of the 18 January, alongside 
frontline Health and Care staff and the over 80s who were the initial priority groups. 

• With so much going on and at such pace it can be hard to keep track with developments. To 
date there are three main ways the vaccine is being delivered in Devon: 

o All four of the county’s main hospitals – in Plymouth, Exeter, Torquay and Barnstaple – are 
giving the vaccination to priority groups in line with national guidance 

o GP practices are working together in groups to set up local vaccination centres. Across the 
county, 20 centres are now in operation, serving all 123 of Devon’s GP practices 

o GP-led facilities are delivering the vaccine to residents and staff in care homes 
  
Barnstaple Community Testing Centre, opened today. 
The Test centre is in the car park at Barnstaple’s  Taw View, Civic Centre, on North Walk 
road, and will be open 9am to 5pm, seven days a week, with extended hours 7am to 7pm on 
Mondays and Thursdays. 
It provides lateral flow tests for anyone who leaves the house to work or volunteer, and who 
comes into contact with others. 
The purpose of community testing is to identify people likely to have the virus, so that those 
testing negative can continue their day while still following public health rules.  Anyone 
testing positive is instructed to go home and self-isolate. 
The tests are for people who may not know they are carrying the virus.  One in three people 
with coronavirus do not show any symptoms and could be going about their day passing it to 
others unknowingly. 
People who can’t work from home and who are in contact with others regularly are 
encouraged to take these quick tests twice a week to prevent the potential spread of the virus. 
The results are back with you within the hour.  If you test positive, you’ll be asked to self-
isolate for ten days.  If you’re negative, you can continue your day while still adhering to  
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public health rules – keep your social distance, wear a face covering when indoors in a 
public space, and wash your hands regularly. 
Community Testing Centres are for people who are not showing any symptoms and who 
aren’t already accessing regular testing, through their employer for example.  
To book a rapid test and to find out more about Community Testing in Devon, 
visit devon.cc/testing 
 
Children’s Services. 
With the third lockdown services are very busy. Last month 825 children were in care, and 
the pressure on Early Help is very high. Some additional funding from COVID 19 funds is 
supporting this pressure. The Edge of Care Service, which is mostly support for teenagers 
and families, is starting to make a difference. Social work staff on the front line are starting 
to be vaccinated and this will continue to be rolled out over the coming weeks. 
Schools are having a difficult time. There are more children in school in this lockdown. It 
has settled a bit now and we are seeing an average of about 30% of children in school. There 
has been concern about some children not having suitable devices, to learn virtually at home. 
The DfE has made available additional devices (laptops or tablets) available for  

• disadvantaged children in years 3 to 11 who do not have access to a device and whose face-
to-face education is disrupted disadvantaged  

• children in any year group who have been advised to shield because they (or someone they 
live with) are clinically extremely vulnerable 

• disadvantaged children in any year group attending a hospital school 
• Disadvantaged children with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND) 

Disadvantaged children in this context are those with: 
• with no digital devices in their household 
• whose only available device is a smartphone 
• with a single device in their household that’s being shared with more than one other family 

member 
This offer applies to maintained schools, pupil referral units, academy trusts and hospital 
schools, as well as sixth-form colleges who have enrolled 14 to 16-year-olds.   
Secondary Schools can request the devices now and it is anticipated primary schools will 
have access over the coming weeks.  Local Authorities can also make requests for specific 
children.   
The number of devices schools can request is determined by the DfE and is based on the 
number of children in years 3 to 11, the number of children in on free school meals ( FSM ) 
and the number of devices the school has already received. (These laptops are in addition to 
the approximately 4000 DfE funded laptops for vulnerable children without access and other 
disadvantaged children that where distributed by the LA and schools during the summer 
term. A further allocation was made directly to schools in the autumn term.)  Orders should 
arrive within 5 days of the request. 
The DfE is also providing support for pupils who have no internet access or who cannot 
afford increased data charges.  Information on this scheme is available here. ( Increasing data 
allowances on mobile devices to support disadvantaged children -  
It should be noted that Parents, carers and pupils cannot apply for digital devices or internet 
access through this scheme themselves. They should contact their school to discuss 
requirements for accessing remote education. 
There are also several charities donating devices. The advice is that parents must talk to their 
school about the need for help. 
The pandemic has been going on for ten months and staff in child social care and schools 
have been brilliant, but everyone is getting tired.  
Drive to combat holiday hunger in Devon continues for February half-term 
 
Devon Recycling Centres are still open, with restrictions.  
Our recycling centres are still open, although the resale areas within them are closed. 
The national lockdown advice right now is for us to stay at home as much as possible and 
only to make journeys out of the house for essential reasons only. 
Therefore, we are encouraging you to think about how you can reduce the amount of waste 
you create. 
• Try to postpone projects at home that produce waste that would normally require you to 
make journeys to recycling centres. 
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• If you do produce waste that you would normally dispose of at a recycling centre, can you 
temporarily store it at home safely instead, until we’re out of the current lockdown 
restrictions 
• Remember that garden waste and other recyclable material can be removed as part of your 
usual curb side collections 
If you make a visit to the recycling centre, please expect them to be operating differently 
during this lockdown period. 
Restrictions are in place, including social distancing, which may lead to queues. If queues do 
start forming, we may need to restrict vehicles from joining the queues towards the end of 
the day and if queues become a safety hazard on the public highway, we may need to 
temporarily close the site. 
https://www.devon.gov.uk/coronavirus-advice-in-devon/document/waste-disposal-and-
recycling/ 
 
Highways Update. 
Winter is certainly here, although the lowest road 
temperature for this season is still the -7.2°C on 
Dartmoor on 31st Dec. 
The graph right highlights the number of treatments 
this year (blue) compared to the average of the last 7 
years (red).  So far, we have used 50% more salt this 
year at over 15,000 tonnes and we are currently 
restocking the salt barns. 
Lockdown traffic flows average out at about 36% 
below the equivalent day last year.  The flows do vary 
and what was noticeable was last Sunday after a bit of 
snow on Dartmoor, the A386 (near Roborough) flows were up by 23%, where as the A361 
(near South Molton) was 57% down.  Cycle figures are also being monitored and unlike the 
first lockdown when there were significant increases, mainly due to leisure trips, what we are 
currently seeing is a small reduction.  With people working from home there are less 
commuter trips, but the leisure trips haven’t increased due to the less favourable conditions. 
 
Assistance to NHS with COVID vaccination centres 
The Network Operations Team have been supporting the NHS with their deployment of 
Vaccination Centres by: 

- Supplying salt and grit bins where requested 
- Increasing salting routes to take in most centres where not already on the network 
- Enabling the NHS to achieve an acceptable Traffic Management Plan for Westpoint and 

working with TCS to allow local buses to divert through the site. 
- Supporting with VMS where appropriate. 

 

Goodleigh Road closure. 
I haven’t got dates yet; was hoping for next week so at least it would be in lockdown  but 
negotiations are ongoing with the landowner. As soon as I have the dates I will of course let 
you know. 
 

3. Composting Group  
There had been no receipts or expenditure during the past month. The balance remained at 
£15954.20 
The Composting Group had requested permission to employ a contractor to deal with the 
bulk waste. Together with routine work carried out during the year, the cost would be in the 
region of £900-£1000. This was agreed. 

 

4. Woodland Group  
No report received. 

 

5. Chairman’s Report 
The Chairman reported on a meeting with 361 Energy, in which he was leading a sub 
committee drafting a climate change strategy for smaller parishes. 
The Chairman reported on a scheme by Central Sustainable Energy, which it would like 
Bratton Fleming to pilot. This was agreed. 
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102. Finance 
 Cllr Benbow declared an interest in item 102.1. Cllr Mrs Kellaway declared an interest in item 102.2. 
 Both councillors took to part in authorising payment to themselves/family member. 

1. Payments:  
1. Benbow Management Services – reimbursement for ipads    £1985.94 Cheque No.1235 
2. Mr G Kellaway – Christmas trees £ 160.00 Cheque No.1236 
3. Clerk’s Salary and expenses   £119.08  Cheque No.1237 
4. Underwood Wright   £420.00  Cheque No.1238 
5. PKF Littlejohns – external audit  £240.00  Cheque No. 1239   

.  

The five account were agreed for payment. 
 
103. Items for consideration for the next Agenda. 

Village Shop;  Memorial;  History Page on Website;  Presentation by Airband;  Date of Annual 
Parish Council Meeting. 

 
104. Date of next meeting: Wednesday 17 March 2021 
 
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8:00pm. 


