
 
 
 
 
 
A meeting of the Parish Council was held in Bratton Fleming Village Hall on Wednesday 15 January 2020 at 7:00pm. 

 
Present: Cllrs F Benbow (Chairman), J Balman (from item 111 ), Mrs L Bulled, Mrs N Catmore,  
  M Huxtable, Mrs P Kellaway and T Shapland.  
    
In attendance:  8 parishioners, Parish Clerk 
 
102. Apologies 
  Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs Mrs L McLean, M Prowse and Cllr Mrs Davis (DCC). 
   
103. Public Participation 

1. A parishioner enquired why there were only 14 new dwellings planned for the Chelfham Mill site, 
and why the application did not include any affordable units. 

 The Chairman explained that he understood that the application met the necessary criteria, but that 
the council would seek answers to these questions when submitting its response. 

 It was noted that it was the modern school buildings that were due to be demolished. 
2. Concerns were expressed about the pothole on Barn Hill and raised kerbstone outside the village 

hall. It was noted that the County Councillor and Martin Stoddart from Highways would be 
visiting the parish the following Tuesdays to inspect reported defects. 

3. It was requested that Highways be asked to look at traffic calming in the village during their visit 
the following week. Concerns were expressed over the speed, volume and size of vehicles making 
the sections of the village where there was no pavement extremely dangerous for pedestrians. 

4. Concern was expressed over the amount of debris on the road to Barnstaple, which included 
branches and stone washed out from the hedgebanks. 

5. It was agreed to obtain more details of the proposed work on the Barnstaple road which was due to 
be carried out under a road closure.  

  
104. Declaration of Interests 
 None.  
 
105. Approval of Minutes of the meeting held 19 December 2019 

Minute 98.4 was mended to include: ‘It was agreed that a contractor should be engaged to fell the trees 
affected by Ash Dieback’. 

 

The amended minutes of the last meeting were agreed and signed as a true record.  
 
106. Matters Arising from Minutes of meeting held 19 December 2019 

 None. 
 

107. Planning  
1. Applications:   

70959 Outline application for demolition of school buildings and erection of 14 dwellings (open 
market) together with associated works including flood defence works (appearance and 
landscaping reserved for future consideration) Former Chelfham Mill School Chelfham 

 
 It was resolved to recommend approval, and to seek clarification regarding the proposed 

number of dwellings and the lack of any affordable dwelling. 
 
70982 Retrospective change of use of annex to a holiday let/ancillary accommodation (dual use) 

Annexe Kipscombe Bratton Fleming 
 

  It was resolved to recommend approval. 
 
2.    Decisions: None 

 
 
 
 



15.01.20 – 2 
 
 
108. Correspondence 

1. Notification of a Road Closure had been received affecting the road between Collard Bridge and 
Goodleigh Cross 24 February – 13 March for drainage work. It was agreed to request more 
information. 

 2. A letter of thanks for the donation had been received from the South West Heritage Trust. Noted. 
 3. A request had been received for contact details of Rural Alliance members. This was agreed. 

4. An offer had been received from the Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner to attend parish 
council meetings to give a short presentation of their work and to answer questions. It was agreed 
to accept the offer. 

5. DALC – invitation for nominations for Royal Garden Party. Noted. 
7. DALC Newsletter. Noted. 
8. Clerks & Councils Direct. Noted. 

 
109. Notice Board on Village Hall Lawn 

A request had been received from the Village Hall Committee to remove the old notice board on the lawn. 
This was agreed. 

 
110. Community Woodland/Allotment Site Issues: 

1. Gate post in need of replacement 
It was reported that one of the gateposts at the entrance to the woodland/allotments was rotten, and in 
need of replacing. Cllr Benbow offered to speak to Mr Bawden to enquire whether he could carry out 
the work.  

 

2. Water Supply 
Prblems were being experienced with the water supply to the allotments. It was reported that Mr Ridd-
Jones had already taken a look at the problem. It was agreed that he should continue. 

 

3. Coppicing for beansticks 
It was reported that had originally been planned that allotment holders should be able to use the 
woodland for coppicing for use as beansticks etc. Cllr Mrs Bulled to inform other allotment users. 
 

 
Cllr Balman joined the meeting. 
 
111. Highways 

It was agreed that Cllr Mrs Davis and Martin Stoddart be asked to look at the possibility of traffic calming 
in the village to increase safety to pedestrian when they visit the village the following week.   

 
112. Reports 

1. District Councillor’s Report 
None – District Councillor not present. 
 

2. County Councillor’s Report 
A report had been received from Cllr Mrs Davis, and circulated to councillors. The report is 
attached to these minutes. 

 

3. Composting Group  
Cllr Shapland reported that there had been no change since last month’s report, with no receipts or 
expenditure. The outstanding payments had still not been received. The balance stood at 
£13289.19. 

 

4. Woodland Group  
Cllr Shapland reported that the contractor had started felling the trees affected by Ash Dieback. 

 

5. Chairman’s Report 
The Chairman reported that the next Rural Alliance meeting would be on 11 February, when 
Community Led Housing and Climate Change Emergency would be on the agenda. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



15.01.30 - 3 
 
 
113. Finance 

 

1. Payments:  
1. Bratton Fleming Village Hall  £  18.50  Cheque No. 1191 
2. Clerk’s Salary & Expenses  £116.48  Cheque No. 1192 

.  
The two accounts were agreed for payment. 

 
114. Items for consideration for the next Agenda. 
 Road Closure;  Energy usage for shop. 
 
115. Date of next meeting: Wednesday 19 February 2020 at 7.00pm 
 
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 7.40pm. 
 
 
 
Signed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   Date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Chairman 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Bratton Fleming Parish Council County 
Councillors Report January 2020 

 
Sorry I cannot be with you this evening, I have a big public meeting in Combe Martin with the 
WaterWatch group and the Environment Agency. 

 
Terry sent me earlier this week a list of issues you would like me to look at, I am out with my highway officer on 
Tuesday and we will look at them then. 

 
In the meantime today is National Pothole day and it seemed timely to mention…… 

 
Reminder of how to report a highway problem. 
With the excessively wet weather we are experiencing a emergence of potholes, please help by reporting 
them ether on the website or via the telephone. 

 
https://www.devon.gov.uk/roadsandtransport/report-a-problem/report-a-pothole/ 

 
or telephone: 0345 155 1004 
(Road maintenance, traffic management and parking, streetlights and signs, and public rights of way.) 

 
Devon-wide review of waste management carbon emissions commissioned 

 
Devon County Council has commissioned a full analysis of the carbon impacts of its waste management services 
from international environmental consultancy Eunomia Research & Consulting Ltd. 

 
Last year Devon County Council endorsed the Devon Climate Declaration by declaring a climate 
emergency. 

 
The new project, which commenced in December 2019, forms part of the authority’s subsequent commitment to 
become a net-zero authority by 2030. Eunomia’s emissions modelling team will establish the carbon footprint of 
DCC’s current waste management services, including the emissions from reuse, recycling, composting, anaerobic 
digestion, residual energy recovery, landfill and transport. 

 
Carbon contributions from each of Devon’s eight district waste collection as well as its recycling 
centres will be included in the analysis. 

 
The results of this analysis will be used to produce a range of options for strategies for achieving carbon 
neutrality for the service. The research will also factor in the need to meet a 65% recycling target by 2035 at 
the latest. 

 
This important project that will enable us to better understand the carbon impact of how we manage waste in 
Devon and the potential for reducing this in line with local and national targets. The report will be used to 
inform the development of our new Resources and Waste Strategy this year which will be produced in 
partnership with district and neighbouring Unitary Councils. 

 
Any declaration of a climate emergency is followed up with action, Devon County Council is engaging with one 
of our key areas where we have some direct influence over carbon emissions. We will be looking at the full scope 
of the emissions from the waste management services to help understand the areas where we can make the largest 
carbon savings in the least time and in the most cost- effective manner. 

 
Permit will help care and health workers ‘to do their jobs’ 

 
A new Care and Health Worker Parking Permit has been launched, and it allows professionals visiting people at 
home to park on double yellow lines in certain circumstances. 

 
Currently care and health professionals who hold the existing permit can park in on-street, limited waiting and 
residents’ parking bays for no charge when delivering essential services to residents in their homes. 

 
Holders of the improved permit will additionally be allowed to park on yellow lines for up to an hour 



– but only if there is no other parking available, if they are making a home visit, the permit is clearly displayed 
and the vehicle is not causing an obstruction. 

 
The parked vehicle must not block access or pose a danger to road users by, for instance, parking on a corner. 

 
The improved scheme is being launched initially as a year-long pilot and the changes are in recognition that in 
some communities parking can be difficult to find and can add to the stress of an already demanding job. 

 
The new permits will be in the form of a time clock, like those issued to Blue Badge holders, which must be 
displayed. 

 
For those working for care and health companies, agencies or organisations, including the NHS, the permits will 
be managed and distributed by their line manager who will allocate each permit to eligible staff. 

 
Devon County Council’s Traffic Management Team has been contacting care and health companies, 
agencies and organisations with staff who could be eligible for the permit directly. 

 
A separate process to allow eligible sole practitioners to apply will be phased in next year. Sole practitioners 
providing care and support to Devon clients in their homes can register their interest here by emailing 
careandhealthpermits@devon.gov.uk. 

 
The new scheme follows a consultation in which 89 per cent of respondents agreed that including yellow lines in 
the scheme would make their jobs easier and 80 per cent said it would help them care for their clients. 

 
Almost 65 per cent said it would help them manage stress and most said that parking near their 
clients’ homes would help them feel safer if they were working alone. 

 
 
 

Andrea Davis 
Combe Martin Rural 
andrea.davis@devon.gov.uk 

 


