
 
 
 
 
 
 

A meeting of the Parish Council was held in Bratton Fleming Village Hall on Wednesday 17 July 2019 at 7:45pm. 
 

Present: Cllrs F Benbow (Chairman), Mrs L Bulled, Mrs L McLean, M Prowse and T Shapland   
    
In attendance:    6 parishioners, Parish Clerk 
 
33. Apologies 
  Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs J Balman, Mrs N Catmore, M Huxtable,  Mrs P Kellaway 

and Cllr Mrs Davis (DCC). 
   
34. Public Participation 

1. It was reported that most of the potholes at the top of Barn Hill had been filled. It was agreed to 
enquire from DCC Highways why one had not received attention. 

2. It was noted that the Appeal into the refusal of planning permission to develop the White Hart had 
been dismissed. The Planning Inspector had considered the impact of the development on the 
setting of the church, and the impact it would have on the viability of the pub and highway issues. 
The inspector had felt very strongly that it should be kept as a single unit to remain viable. It was 
noted that two local landlords were prepared to invest in the White Hart. 

 Cllr Prowse considered that the owner was now left with just two alternatives – to operate it as a 
village pub, or to sell it. With the outcome of the Planning Appeal now known, NDC would be 
looking further to place a compulsory purchase order on the building on behalf of the community.   

3. In answer to a question, Cllr Benbow stated that he would enquire from SW Ambulance Trust 
whether or not the council could dispose of the old defibrillator cabinet. 
It was noted that the new cabinet still needed an electrical connection. It was agreed that Cllr Mrs 
Bulled should make the necessary arrangements. 

4. It was reported that cars were being left for long periods of time on the Millennium Green Car 
Park. 

 5. It was agreed to request that DCC cut the hedge above the Meadow Close bus shelter. 
6. A wasp nest was reported in the Recreation Ground, near the fuchsia bush. The Chairman agreed 

to ask Mr Kellaway to deal with it. 
 
35. Declaration of Interests 
 None. 
 
36. Approval of Minutes of the meeting held 19 June 2019 

Min. 24 was amended to record that was Cllr Benbow that had reported on behalf of the Sports Club, not 
Cllr Prowse. 

 Min. 29.3 was amended to record that no payments had been received from NDC for two months. 
 

The amended minutes of the last meeting were agreed and signed as a true record.  
 
37. Matters Arising from Minutes of meeting held 19 June 2019 

None. 
 
38. Planning  

1. Applications:   
 66872 Retrospective Application for Continued siting of one agricultural workers dwelling at Rye 

Park Farm, Bratton Fleming. 
 

It was resolved to recommend approval. 
 

66875  Erection of private stable block together with change of use of agricultural land to 
equestrian at Button Hole Bratton Fleming 

   

It was resolved to recommend approval. 
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2.    Decisions 
1. Appeal Decision: 

The appeal relating to the development and alterations to the White Hart had been 
dismissed. 

 
39. Correspondence 

1.  NDC had advised a further round of Code of Conduct Training would take place at Brynsworthy 
on 1 August at 10am. 

2. DALC Newsletter. Noted. 
3. Details had been received of public meetings relating proposed changes from Devon & Somerset 

Fire & Rescue Service, including the closure of eight fire stations. 
 
40. Highways 
 1. Traffic Calming 
  To be included on the next agenda. 
 2. Trench at Bratton Cross 

It was noted that South West Water had marked the end of the trench. It was hoped that this was an 
indication that work to restore the road surface would soon start. 

 3. Road at Knightacott and entrance to Furze Park.  
  This work to repair the road surface at both of these locations had not yet been carried out.  
 
41. Defibrillator Training 

Cllr Mrs Bulled reported that SW Ambulance Trust had suggested three dates for Defibrillator Training: 29 
July; Aug 12 or 19. It was agreed that July 29 was the most suitable date, 

 
42. To agree changes to the Financial Regulations to incorporate the Composting Group 

Cllr Benbow reported that it would be necessary to update the council’s Financial Regulations to authorise 
the Composting Group payments. These would need to be approved at parish council meetings. Two 
members of the Composting Group would need to be signatories. 

 Grants to village organisations etc would need to be authorised by the parish council.  
 The changes to the Financial Regulations were agreed. 
 
43. Neighbourhood Plan 

Cllr Benbow reported that results of the Business |Needs and Housing Needs surveys would be included in 
the Plan. 

 With the help of Mrs Bell, the Neighbourhood Plan was now able to progress. 
 
44. Reports 

1. District Councillor’s Report 
Cllr Prowse reported that the council’s Climate Change Declaration would be signed at the next 
full council meeting. 

 The development of the Seven Brethren site would help fund the regeneration of Barnstaple. 
The council was meeting to consider the proposals of the Fire and Rescue Service to close eight 
stations and make changes to the cover in some others. 
He had found a recent meeting with the Chief Constable very encouraging. The Chief Constable 
was aware of the problems in rural policing, and was keen to see improvements made. 

    

2. County Councillor’s Report 
Ash dieback 
A new campaign has been launched to encourage landowners with ash trees on their property to 
inspect them for Ash dieback. 
 

Devon County Council’s “My tree, my responsibility” campaign, supported by the Devon Ash 
Dieback Resilience Forum, aims to inform owners of trees to look out for signs of the fungal tree 
disease and to take any appropriate action in order to maintain public safety. 
 

More than 90% of Devon’s native ash trees are expected to be lost due to Ash dieback in the next 
five to 15 years. 
 

Across the county there are around 448,000 ash trees within falling distance of the highway that 
are owned by third parties or on unregistered land. The overall cost of felling all of these ash trees 
could be more than £70 million. 
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Devon County Council surveys have estimated that it will potentially have to remove around 6,300 
of its own ash trees from highway land across the county, which would cost the authority around 
£2.5 million to fell. 
 

Devon County Council leads the Devon Ash Dieback Forum, which was established in 2016 to 
address the risks of the disease. 
 

The County Council is committed to replacing trees lost through Ash dieback. It has adopted a 3-2-
1 tree replacement principle, where three saplings will be planted for each mature tree it fells due 
to Ash dieback, two saplings will replace a semi-mature tree, and one new sapling will be planted 
for each ash sapling lost. 
 

For more information please visit; https://www.devonashdieback.org.uk/ 
 

Traffic Speed Task Group 
This is a report which is available on line and maybe of interest to Parish Councillors. It was 
presented to Cabinet last week and the recommendations were endorsed. 
 

Councillor Stuart Hughes the Cabinet Member and Chief Officer for Highways, Infrastructure 
Development and Waste have been be asked to take forward and progress / co-ordinate the 
recommendations, subject to available resources. 
 

One item is around 20mph areas, there will be a couple of areas used to test 20mph areas (sadly not 
in my area), as we are still waiting for the government to issue guidance on 20mph, these will go 
ahead anyway. 

 

3. Composting Group  
Cllr Shapland reported that receipts during the past month had been £586.16 for 17.24 tonnes 
material removed during April, and £1056.55 for 31.075 tonnes in May. The June payment had not 
yet been received. There had been no payments made during the past month. 
The balance stood at £16893.40. 
 

Cllr Shapland noted that whilst DCC was proposing to dramatically cut the payments made in the 
form of composting credits, it was making grants of £20k available to community groups 
throughout the county. 

 

4. Woodland Group  
Cllr Shapland reported on the possibility of the being Ash Dieback in the woodland. It was noted 
that Exmoor National Park were not cutting down all the affected trees, but were leaving them 
standing for the benefit of wildlife. The National Trust were only taking action when trees were 
adjacent to roads and footpaths. 
A recent newspaper article had stated that DCC were offering saplings to replace affected trees. 
Clerk to make further enquiries. 

 

5. Chairman’s Report 
It was agreed to contact DCC to enquire why the bungalow at Beara Down was still standing 
empty, and to express the council’s dismay that it was not being used to help solve the homeless 
problem in North Devon. It was understood that the property had been deliberately made 
uninhabitable. 

 
45. Finance 

1. Request for Grant from Bratton Fleming Parish Church towards cost of upkeep of the Burial 
Ground 
A request for a grant had been received from At Peter’s Anglican Methodist Church for a grant 
towards the cost of maintaining the burial ground. 
It was agreed to make a grant of £600, as per the amount allocated in the budget. Cheque No. 1169 
 
It was noted that the school was struggling financially. Although councillors were sympathetic, it was 
agreed that this was not a parish council matter, and that was up to the school to manage its finances. 
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2. To Approve Payments:  
Lyn Electrics  (replacement cheque)  £  67.50  Cheque No. 1162 
Advisio Ltd – website hosting  £270.00  Cheque No. 1163 
DALC – training    £  66.00  Cheque No. 1164   
Bratton Fleming Village Hall  £  37.00  Cheque No. 1165  
Mrs J Snooks – Internal Audit  £325.00  Cheque No. 1166  
Parish Clerk’s salary & expenses  £230.16  Cheque No. 1167  
Mr A Kellaway    £  80.00  Cheque No. 1168 
Mr T Barrow    £500.00   Cheque No. 1170 

.  

The eight accounts were agreed for payment. 
 
46. Items for consideration for the next Agenda. 
 Traffic Calming. 
 
47. Date of next meeting: Wednesday 18 September 2019  
 
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8:50pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    Date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Chairman 


