
 
 
 
 
 
 
A meeting of the Parish Council was held in Bratton Fleming Village Hall on Wednesday 19 December 2018 at 
7:45pm. 

 
Present: Cllrs F Benbow (Chairman), Mrs N Catmore, M Huxtable, Mrs L McLean, Mrs P Kellaway (from 

item 102), M Prowse and T Shapland.  
 
In attendance: 3 parishioners, Cllr Mrs Davis (DCC), Parish Clerk 
 
94. Apologies 
  No apologies for absence were received. 
 
95. Public Participation 

An enquiry was received into the progress being made with the website. The Chairman explained that he 
was arranging training for himself with the website designer. This was expected to be early in the new year. 
It was noted that commercial websites for parish councils were available. 
A request for  dog bin to be placed on the Recreation Ground was received. It was noted that it was not 
possible to ban dogs from The Recreation Ground. 

  
96. Declaration of Interests 
 None.  
 
97. Approval of Minutes of the meeting held 21 November 2018 
 The minutes of the last meeting were agreed and signed as a true record.  
 
98. Matters Arising from Minutes of meeting held 21 November 2018 

Min. 89. The dog bins had been provisionally ordered, and a pro-forma invoice received. It was 
agreed to order red bins. 

Min.  Some potholes had been repaired on the Knightacott road, but it was still in a very ban 
condition, as was Haxton Lane.  

 
99. Planning  

1. Applications:   
 65909 Re-roofing of dilapidated roof tiles to insulated profile roof sheets South West Water 

Bratton Fleming 
 

 It was resolved to recommend approval. 
 
2.    Decisions: None received. 

 
100. Correspondence 

 1. DALC Newsletter. Noted. 
 
101. Highways 

It was reported that tracking in the road near Bratton Cross was causing motorists to drive in the middle of 
the road.  
Potholes were reported near the brow of Barn Hill. 
The road surface in Furze Park Road was in a poor condition. 
Water running across the road at Riversmead could cause the road to ice over during the winter. Measures 
to resolve the problem carried out by DCC had not been successful. Cllr Prowse to arrange a meeting with 
Highways to inspect the problem. 
The road near Valley Cottage was still subject to flooding after heavy rain. 
The fish & chip van owner was happy for cones to be placed on the corner of Furze Park Road to prevent 
cars being inappropriately parked whilst visiting the van. 
  

 
Cllr Mrs Kellaway joined the meeting. 
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102. Traffic Calming 
 Item deferred to the next meeting. 
 
103. Reports 

1. District Councillor’s Report 
Cllr Prowse reported that he was hopeful for assistance from NDC for the Housing Needs Survey. 
The parish was currently losing young families owing to the lack of suitable sized accommodation 
available in the village. 
The draft report on the White Hart was due soon. The latest Planning Appeal had not yet started.  
The Environment Agency still had concerns over the planning application for Chelfham Mill 
School. 

 A proposal to reduce the Parish Grant would be discussed at a budget meeting in February.  
    

2. County Councillor’s Report 
A report had been received and circulated to councillors. 
The report is attached to these minutes. 

 

3. Composting Group  
Cllr Shapland reported that a payment of £373.80 had been received for 8.9 tonnes material 
removed from the site during November. There had been no expenditure. 
The balance stood at £17315.30. 

 

4. Woodland Group  
Nothing to report. 

 

5. Chairman’s Report 
The Chairman reported that there had been some challenges met during the past year, and thanked 
everyone for attending the meetings. 
 

104. Finance 
 

1. Payments:  
1. Clerk’s Salary & Expenses £116.42  Cheque No. 1133 
2. Advancedscape Ltd  £350.00  Cheque No. 1134 

.   

The account was agreed for payment. 
 
105. Items for consideration for the next Agenda. 
 Traffic Calming. 
 
106. Date of next meeting: Wednesday 16 January 2019 
 Cllr Mrs Cadmore tendered her apologies for not being able to attend the next meeting. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8:20pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    Date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Chairman 
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County Councillors report 
Christmas Recycling 



Christmas time provides an excellent opportunity to recycle more. 
 
Planning how much food is realistically needed helps reduce food waste, using all the recycling opportunities 
provided to Devon residents and thinking carefully how to dispose of items will make a difference. 
British households typically produce around 30 per cent more waste during the period, so it’s particularly important 
to recycle everything you can and plan your meals.  
 
Using shiny or glittery paper for wrapping is very popular – unfortunately however it’s not great for the 
environment. 
 
So please check your local recycling collection information at recycledevon.org to see if it includes wrapping 
paper. 
 
Glass bottles and jars can be recycled again and again. If everyone in the UK recycled one more glass bottle it 
would stop nearly 4,000 cars worth of CO2 getting into our atmosphere. 
 
Recycling six mince pie foil cases will save enough energy to watch an episode of your favourite Christmas Day 
TV soap. 
 
Check at recycledevon.org for where you can recycle your Christmas cards but even before recycling your cards, 
why not be ready for next year and make gift tags out of this year’s Christmas cards and then recycle the rest? 
And if you’re having visitors to stay this Christmas, let them know where your recycling bins are and what goes in 
them. 
 
Christmas lunch, New Year’s Eve celebrations and friends and family popping round all mean one thing – fridges 
and cupboards stocked with food and drink. 
 
Unilever estimates that we throw away over four million Christmas dinners. That’s 263,000 turkeys, 740,000 slices 
of Christmas pudding, 11.3million roast potatoes and 17.2million Brussels sprouts. 
For those of us that choose ‘real’ Christmas trees, they are 100% recyclable and can be shredded and composted at 
home or put out for collection via your local council or taken for composting to your nearest Household Waste and 
Recycling Centre. 
 
When the festivities are over – with a mass of new gifts being given and received, there are bound to be clear outs 
of old furniture, clothing, and equipment that has been replaced by the new gifts you have received. Unwanted 
items can be repaired or passed on to someone else, check out the Reuse it section on recycledevon.org for local 
reuse and repair information in your area. 
Together we can ensure that Devon enjoys a green and pleasant Christmas! 

 
Highways Update 
In relation to the additional funding of £6.5 million that was given to Highways this year by Cabinet there were 
several areas that the elected members wished to see this funding targeted towards. These areas were; 

• highway drainage,  
• highway patching  
• pothole repairs. 

 As such a plan was developed to ensure that the £6.5 million was specifically targeted at these areas. 
In relation to highway drainage, water on the highway causes us numerous problems; it damages the highway 
structure, it’s one of the main causes of potholes in winter, and it causes flooding and icing problems. Its therefore 
rightly important that we have given this a high priority.  
 
Highway drainage funding is split into two elements; Cyclic drainage and Routine drainage. Cyclic drainage deals 
with such things as gully emptying, ploughing and ditching, leaf sweeping, and cleaning the main road grips 
buddleholes and easements. Routine drainage targets specific problem areas on the network usually through the 
installation of piped drainage schemes of concrete haunching to overcome problems. 
Countywide there has been an additional £1.69 million added to the above aspects of cyclic drainage. Of this the 
vast majority of the budget has been committed countywide with around 40% having actually been spent on the 
ground. 
 
In relation to routine drainage schemes, the Neighbourhood Teams have had an additional £380,000 added to their 
revenue budgets countywide so that they can carry out individual drainage schemes at known problem areas. There 



are a number of these taking place across the county and currently most of the budget has been committed with 
around 25% actually spent on the ground. 
 
Countywide we have also added £150,000 to the Public Rights of Way Teams budget for resolving drainage issues 
at known problem sites on their network, but ultimately effecting the highway. It is hoped that these schemes will 
also prevent run off from the PROW network entering the highway so reducing the likelihood of flooding or other 
water related issues. Again, these schemes are ongoing, and all will be completed by the end of the financial year. 
Additionally DCC have completed an exercise countywide to capture and store data of linear lengths and locations 
where we experience significant leaf fall on the highway on the primary and secondary salting routes.  
 
The example below is of data captured in the Lynton area. The maps are also backed up with a spreadsheet of the 
lengths of sweeping in question. We can use this data to produce future annual programmes of work and to enable 
us to target specific areas; for example, if a cold spell is forecast and we wish to focus our attentions on areas where 
gullies may be blocked with leaves. 
 

 
 
There has also been an extra £500,000 allocated countywide for a programme of jetting and camera surveys. This 
links in with the gully emptying programme and if the crews identify any problem gullies which they can’t unblock 
or where they believe there is an issue, these are added to a list of jetting sites. The problem could be anything from 
tree roots, to a blockage with stones, leaves or debris right through to a collapsed pipe. The jetter is deployed 
initially to see if they can resolve the issue and in a lot of cases the high-pressure jetting hose can clear the 
blockage. If not, a camera survey can be undertaken if appropriate to help to identify the problem. A scheme is then 
drawn up and carried out from either our revenue or capital drainage budget as and when funds and other priorities 
allow. 
 

 
 



We have also added and now spent an additional £400,000 countywide on the annual grass cutting budget.  Whilst 
we may not immediately associate grass cutting with highway drainage there is indeed a tie in between the two. In 
previous years we have only cut visibility splays which has unfortunately meant that in areas we haven’t cut we 
have had difficulty getting to some of the drainage features such as the back ditches and grips due to the overgrown 
nature of the verges. This year we have cut a 1 metre strip of grass on the primary and secondary salting routes 
which has helped us access gullies that need cleaning out and we’ve carried out a full width verge cut on the 
category 4 to 8 roads. This has enabled us to get better access to the ditches that we are cleaning out with our extra 
cyclic drainage money, so the two operations have tied up quite nicely 
 
The repair of safety defects and the relevant trials has been ongoing in East Devon, but it should be noted that the 
budget for these repairs and the trials was increased by an additional £1.5 million out of this fund.  
Countywide there has also been a £2 million injection into the routine patching budget from the £6.5 million fund 
and a number of schemes have successfully been completed countywide with more to follow. Currently all the 
budget has been committed with around 20% completed on the ground, and the remainder programmed for 
completion this year. 
 
One final thing we are looking to develop is to improve the public facing information we have on our website, 
particularly in relation to Gully emptying. We are working with Skanska and a company called Kaarbontech and 
we hope to provide up to date information to the public of where all the gullies are on the network, when they were 
last cleaned and when they will receive their next clean. The system can also provide us with information on how 
full each gully was at the time of the last clean, enabling us to build up a picture of those that may need additional 
cleans or alternatively those that we may be able to clean less frequently. This is a system that DCC staff have 
access to but it’s something that would also be of benefit to Members the public.  
In relation to the additional £6.5 million budget overall, we are confident that all the funding has been successfully 
allocated and will be spent by the end of the financial year. 
 
Overnight closures on eastbound section of North Devon Link Road 
Overnight closures will be needed on the eastbound carriageway of the North Devon Link Road near Tiverton from 
Monday 10 December to Thursday 20 December. 
 
The eastbound lanes of the A361 will be closed from Gornhay to Junction 27 of the M5 each evening from 7pm for 
ongoing resurfacing work. The outside lane (eastbound) will re-open at 7am each morning. 
The inside lane of the eastbound carriageway, which has been closed for the past two weeks, will remain closed 24 
hours a day until Friday 21 December. 
 
This will see the end of the latest phase of the major resurfacing scheme and the road will be fully open from 
Friday 21 December and throughout the Christmas holiday period. 
 
Work on the remaining 4km of the road from East of Gornhay Cross to West of Holbrook Bridge (Sampford 
Peverell and Tiverton Parkway junction) will resume on Monday 7 January. This will involve the outside lanes on 
both the east and westbound carriageways initially being closed, and then a contraflow arrangement will be 
established. 

Merry Christmas 
Andrea Davis 
County Councillor Combe Martin Rural 
Andrea.davis@devon.gov.uk 


