
 
 
 
 
 
 

A meeting of the Parish Council was held in Bratton Fleming Village Hall on Wednesday 18 April 2018 at 7:45pm. 
 

Present: Cllrs F Benbow (Chairman), B East, Mrs N Catmore, M Huxtable, Mrs L Miller, M Prowse 
and T Shapland  

 
In attendance: 8 parishioners, Cllr Mrs Davis (DCC), Parish Clerk. 
 
164. Apologies 
  Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Mrs P Kellaway. 
 
165. Public Participation 

1. A request was received not to close any bridleway, regardless of condition. It was noted that 
bridleways were the responsibility of DCC. Cllr Mrs Davis offered to report the matter to the 
appropriate department at County Hall. 

2. In reply to a question the Chairman reported that he was in contact with the website designer 
in an attempt to resolve the matter of missing Minutes. 

3. Cllr Mrs Davis clarified the position regarding the forthcoming road closure at Snapper. 
Although the traffic order was for two weeks, it was hoped to complete the work much 
quicker. She would seek clarification of the shuttle service to be operated by Filers, and 
forward to the Chairman and Clerk. 

4. Concern was expressed over the condition of the Millennium Green and the problem of dog 
owners allowing their pets to roam. Dog fouling was also increasing on the Green and 
Woodland. It was noted that the parish council/Millennium Green Trust did not want to 
impose too many condition on its use. 

5. It was reported that water had washed away some of the footing of the bridge on the 
Woodland. 

6. Concern was expressed over the number of posters in the lower bus shelter that had not been 
removed after the advertised event had taken place.   

 
166. Declaration of Interests 
 None.   
 
167. Approval of Minutes of the meeting held 21 February 2018 

The minutes of the last meeting were agreed and signed as a true record.  
 
168. Matters Arising from Minutes of meeting held 21 February 2018 

Min. 136. Cllr Benbow was still trying to resolve the website problems with the designer. 
Min. 146.2  DAA had advised that the parish council was responsible for maintaining the light 

column. It was agreed to sign the Maintenance Contract with MAT Electrics.  
 

169. Planning  
1. Applications:  None received. 
2. Decisions 

1. Approval: 
64185 Prior approval for change of use of agricultural building to one dwellinghouse 

(class q(a)(b)) together with closure of existing & creation of new vehicular 
access (amended plans) part of The Grange Bratton Fleming Barnstaple 

64353 Conversion of outbuilding to provide games room, parking & 
storeroom/workshop Cowshed Cottage Chelfham 

64354 Listed building application for conversion of out building to provide games 
room, parking & storeroom/workshop cowshed Cottage Chelfham 

64454 Extension & alterations to dwelling Middle Knightacott Bratton Fleming 
64533 Erection of detached double garage at Knottsberry road from Loxhore Cross 

to Bratton Cross Bratton Fleming  
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170. Parking of Fish & Chip Van 

It was noted that there was differing opinions as to the safest sites for the vans. Although there had not 
been any recorded accidents, it was known that there had been a number of near misses. Whilst the 
moving of the shop meant that there were fewer parked cars in the Furze Park entrance area, there was 
a tendency for an increase in traffic speed. 

 Although the owners of both vans were willing to move, it was thought that no site would be ideal. 
 It was agreed to let both vans to continue parking as at present. 
 
171. Traffic Calming 

The speed of traffic continued to cause concern. Cllr Mrs Davis explained that it was still the case that 
any 20mph speed limit had to be self-governing, and that DCC were waiting to see what the 
government was going to determine over the issue before reviewing its policy.  
Cllr Mrs Davis offered to contact the County Road Safety Officer, and ask him to visit and give 
advice. 
Various suggestions had been put forward by parishioners, but it was agreed to await the outcome of 
the Safety Officer’s visit before making any decision. 

 
172. Defibrillator 

It was noted that the defibrillator was in need of replacement, as the four year contract will SW 
Ambulance Trust had ended. It was agreed to obtain quotes from different suppliers before the next 
meeting. 

 
173. State of Bridleway 

It had been reported that the state of the bridleway near Bratton Mill was in a poor condition. As this 
was a DCC responsibility, Cllr Mrs Davis offered to ask the footpath warden to investigate. 

  
174. Correspondence 

1.  A Letter of thanks for grant from school for the grant from the council. 
2.  Details of the Road Closure between Collards Bridge Cross and Goodleigh Cross for 2 weeks 

from 23 April had been received, together with details of the revised bus service during the 
duration of the closure. 

3. Details of the forthcoming sale of 10 Church Close had been received from NDC. This would 
be on the basis of part ownership/part rental. 

4. The Rural Alliance had circulated the proposed Housing Needs Survey for councillors to 
study and submit their comments. 

5. NDC was conducting a Community Governance Review, and invited councils to submit any 
request for any boundary change, of change to the council itself. It was agreed that there was 
no need for any change in Bratton Fleming. 

6. NDC were inviting parishes to join the Plastic Free North Devon initiative. Noted. 
7. NDC advised that recent loss of staff had resulted in the Enforcement Team being short 

staffed. It was hoped to recruit new staff as soon as possible. Noted. 
 8. DALC Newsletter. Noted. 
 9. Clerks and Councils Direct. Noted. 

10. Healthwatch Voices. Noted. 
 
175. Highways 

It was reported that some of the sunken manhole covers in the village had been marked, so should be 
receiving attention shortly. 
There was a significant increase in the number of dangerous potholes in the area, all of which had 
been reported to DCC a number of times. Cllr Mrs Davis stated that she was liaising with Highways to 
repair them but admitted that it was taking a while. 
It was noted that some of the potholes at the top of Bear Street in Barnstaple had been repaired once 
for safety reasons, but that the repair hadn’t lasted long. 
Cllr Benbow considered that repairs weren’t being carried out correctly, and therefore were short-
lived. He agreed to pass the information on pothole repairs to Cllr Mrs Davis. 
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176. Reports 

1. District Councillor’s Report 
Cllr Prowse reported that work had been carried to improve the surface of the Millennium 
Green parking area and repairs to the play equipment.  
Two new signs had been purchased, one directing shop customers to the parking area, and 
others designating disabled car parking spaces.  

 The Millennium Green name sign was being replaced. 
Work was still to be carried out to install a soakaway for the community building rainwater. 
Progress was being made on the provision of new play equipment. 

 

2. County Councillor’s Report 
A report was received from Cllr Mrs Davis which was circulated to councillors, and is 
attached to these minutes. 
Cllr Mrs Davis reported that there was still a 20mph speed limit on Bideford Bridge as it had 
been found that more work was needed than had been anticipated. 

 

3. Composting Group  
Cllr Shapland reported that members had attended a meeting with DCC together with other 
composting groups.  
DCC had confirmed that a reduced rate of £42 per tonne would be paid as from 1 April. This 
was due to drop to £25 per tonne at a future date. Those present argued that the rate of £25 
would render their groups unviable, and force them to close. The rate of £25 per tonne would 
result in most of the income being spent on operating costs, leaving little to be distributed in 
the parish. 
DCC admitted that they did not know what percentage of waste costs were being paid to 
composting groups, but admitted that it was extremely small. 
Those present were advised to enlist the help of their County Councillor to lobby the council 
to get the further reduction of recycling credits overturned. 
At present it was not known what would happen in the future, and whether the group would be 
able to continue. 

 

Payments during the month had been £240 for work carried out around the pond on the 
Community Woodland. 
Receipts had been £5556 for 98.72vtonnes of material removed from site in February, and 
18.12 tonnes in March. 

 The balance stood at £16787.33. 
 

4. Woodland Group  
Cllr Shapland reported that judges had visited the woodland and had been fairly impressed. 
They had recommended that further thinning was carried out. 
A list of allotment holders had been prepared. Invoices for the allotments would be sent out 
shortly. 
 

5. Chairman’s Report 
The Chairman reported that he was now in a position to order a new sign for the Millennium 
Green. 
It was understood that the Station Road allotment holders would be submitting a request for a 
communal shed to be erected. This was not thought to represent a problem, but no decision 
could be made until the request had been received and further details known. 

 
177. Finance 

1. Request for Grant: Bratton Fleming Village Hall 
A request had been received for a grant from the Village Hall Committee. It was agreed to make a 
grant of £400, this being the maximum available for this purpose from the Parish Grant. It was 
agreed to explain to the committee that the parish council would consider making a further grant 
for a specific purpose.        Cheque No. 1103 

 

2. Payments:  
1. To Ratify Last Month’s Payments 

 Mr F Benbow – reimbursement for signs £  210.00 Cheque No. 1092  
 Bratton Fleming Village Hall   £    45.50 Cheque No. 1093 
 Mr M Heywood    £  792.00 Cheque No. 1094 
 Came & Co – insurance renewal  £  344.74 Cheque No. 1095 
 Parish Clerk’s salary & expenses  £  115.08 Cheque No. 1096 



. 
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2. This Month’s Payments 
 NDC – Rent for Allotments £    10.00 Cheque No. 1097 
 DALC – Subscription £  225.07 Cheque No. 1098 
 Parish Clerk’s Salary & Expenses £  115.73 Cheque No. 1099 
 Slee Blackwell Solicitors £2609.00 Cheque No. 1100 
 Mr T Barrow £2222.92 Cheque No. 1101 
 Mr M Prowse £  407.90 Cheque No. 1102 

 
The ten accounts were agreed for payment. 

 
177. Items for consideration for the next Agenda. 
 Dog Fouling  & control;  Traffic Calming;  Neighbourhood Plan. 
 
178. Date of next meeting: Wednesday 16 May 2018 
  Annual Parish Meeting followed by the Annual Parish Council Meeting 
  Clerk to make enquiries if an earlier start would be possible. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.10pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Bratton Fleming Parish Council 
County Councillor report 

April 2018 
Additional £4.4 million for road repairs in Devon 
The funding for Devon is a share of the Department for Transport’s (DfT) £100 million nationwide 
programme for much needed repairs following the severe winter weather. 
This latest grant is on top of £2.5 million pledged to reinstate the A379 at Slapton, which was 
partially washed away by Storm Emma, and the additional £2 million for Devon from the Pothole 
Action Fund for this year. 
In setting its budget for the coming financial year, Devon County Council also announced last month 
that it was putting an extra £6.5 million into road repairs and drainage in 2018/19. 
The County Council is already drawing up its latest programme of repairs through the third year of 
Pothole Action Funding. This is allocated in consultation with local County Councillors to target 
priority areas. 
The additional winter damage funding is expected to be allotted in a similar way, to be spent on 
pothole repairs, patching, surfacing and drainage improvements in order to improve the resilience of 
Devon’s highways. 
The freezing temperatures and snow has also taken its toll on our entire 8,000 mile road network, 
and we’re still assessing the full extent of the damage. Usually at this time of the year there are 
around 250-300 potholes reported daily, currently that number is 650-700. 
Every effort will be made to ensure this funding has the biggest possible impact to improve the 
condition of our roads. Local County Councillors will be involved in drawing up the repair programme 
so that local priority roads benefit from this funding, but with the biggest road network of any 
authority in the country it’s unfortunately impossible to deal with every road which might need 
attention. 
Devon’s needs around £55 million of capital investment every year to maintain its roads in their 
current condition. However, only around £23 million is available from its £44 million capital 
settlement from Government to maintain carriageways – as the funding also has to pay for 
maintenance of footways, street lighting, traffic signals, bridges, drainage systems, safety barriers 
and public rights of way, among other work. 
A reminder of how to report a highway problem….. 
https://new.devon.gov.uk/roadsandtransport/report-a-problem/ 
Phone 0345 155 1004 or 0845 155 1004 
Snow events 
Thank you to everyone who sent messages of support during and after the two snow event we have 
recently experienced, I’ve forwarded them all on, the staff are appreciative of them. 
Highways teams worked non-stop to clear routes as quickly as possible, using approximately 7,000 
tonnes of salt during the first three weeks of March. So far this winter over 21,000 tonnes of salt has 
been used on our roads – this compares with 9,000 tonnes used throughout the whole winter 
season last year. Initial estimates suggest these two snow events may have cost around £1.2 million 
to deal with. 
Construction of a new junction to the east of Tiverton and nearby 
resurfacing work on the A361 remains on schedule, despite the recent 
bad weather. 
However, from Friday (23 March) daytime, lane closures will be reinstated, restricting traffic to one 
lane in each direction for around two weeks. The eastbound lane closure will be lifted after this time. 
The westbound lane closure between Craze Lowman bridge and Gornhay Cross will remain in place 
until early summer while junction work continues. The current phase of the new ‘left in left out’ 
junction to the east of Tiverton is on track to be completed by June. 
The lane closures westbound between Gornhay Cross and Bolham roundabout and eastbound are 
necessary to complete resurfacing work, which should be finished before Easter. Gornhay Cross 
junction will be open to traffic while the lane closures are in place. 
Work on an acoustic bund, screening neighbouring properties from the new junction, is nearing 
completion and a two metre high acoustic fence will then be erected on top of the bund. 
Works are due to be completed before the summer school holidays. 
Andrea Davis 
County Councillor Combe Martin Rural 
Andrea.davis@devon.gov.uk 


